02/28/2006 10:25 7709510933 



THOMAS, KAYDEN 



PAGE 03 



SeridNo.: 10/071,026 
Art Unit: 2612 



LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 7, wherein the varying parameter is 
fJlcus listance. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, further comprising a user interface a^isociated 
vHith tl e image capture software, where the user interface allows the user of the device to 
sftroll firough the at least two images and select one of the images as the new image. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 2, further comprising a user interface associated 
•v|ith tile image capture software, where the user interface allows the user to combine 
a|tribu|es of the at least two images to form the new image. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein the uiser interface allows the different 
fftcus |f each of the at least two images to be blended into the new image that includes an 
a )par€ at focus between the two focus distances- 

6. (Original) The system of claim 5, further comprising: 

a lens position indicator configured to indicate the position of the lens for each of the 
4 least two images; 

a focus detemiination element configured to analyze each of a plurality of regions 
a|sociited with each of the at least two images, the focus determination element also 
c|nfig|ired to determine whether each of the plurality of regions are in focus; and 

where the image capture software assembles each of the in-focus regions into the new 

iihage. 
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7. (Previously Presented) A digital image capture and processing system comprising: 
a lens coupled to a lens control element; 
an image sensor configured to capture images from the lens; 

a memory element and a processor coupled to the lens control element, tlie memory 
ejeme3|t including image capture software, where the image capture software cause the lens 
a|id th J image sensor to capture at least two images, each of the at least two images captured 
utemg I varying parameter and stored as a single file, where the at least two images are 
clmbiJIied to form a new image having at least one characteristic different JBcodi corresponding 
c^fiaraclteristics of the at least two images; and 

a depth of field indicator assigned to each of the at least two images, where the deptli 
off fiel<||L indicator allows a user to determine a depth of field for each of the at least two 



f eld 

cjjF fiel^ of each of the at least two images. 
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8- (Original) The system of claim 7, wherein the user interface includes a depth of 
ajlijustment that allows a user to select the depth of field of the new image firom the depth 
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9* (Original) The system of claim 6^ 
of the regions, the distance indicator i 
channel for each region. 



i Lirther comprising a distance indicator assigned 
c jnfigured to assign a distance measurement to 



10. (Original) The system of claim 9, 
Ifois sllijfl and an image plane tilt adjustment 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) The syster i 
iihage| is captured using conventional photogfaphy 
4ptur|:d using infirared photography. 



wherein the user interface further comprises a 



of claim 7, wherein a first of tlie at least two 
and a second of the at least two images is 



12, (Previously Presented) The systet i of claim 7, wherein the varying parameter 
the number of bits used by each pi> el in the image sensor. 
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13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherem the varying parameter 
c >mprjse5 focus distaace. 

15. (Origmal) The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 
scrolling through the at least two images; and 
selecting one of the images as the new image. 

16. (Original) The metliod of claim 14, further comprising the step of combining 
0j(tribi|es of the at least two images to form the new image. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, further comprising the step of blending each 
c1|E* the tt least two images into the new image that includes an parent focus between the 
j|)cus distance of each of the at least two images. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 1 7, further comprising the steps of: 
indicating the position of the lens for each of the at least two images; 
dividing each of the at least two images into a plurality of regions; 
analyzing each of the regions to determine whether each of the plurality of regions are 

lUt focis; and 

assembling each of the in-focus regions into the new image. 
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19. (Previously Presented) A method for operating a digital image capture and 
pJtoces^ing device, the method comprising the steps of: 
coupling a lens to a lens control element; 
coupling an image sensor to the lens; 

capturing at least two images, each of the at least two images captured using a varying 
pijirami iter, where the at least two images are combined to form a new image haviog at least 
ofiie ch|racteristic different from corresponding characteristics of the at least two i)titages; 
storing the at least two images as a single file; 

assigning a depth of field indicator to each of the at least two images; and 
determining a depth of field for each of the at least two images. 

20- (Original) The method of claim 19> further comprising the step of usbig a depth 
ojf fiel4 adjustment to select the depth of field of the new image from the depth of field of 
the at least two images. 
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2 1 - (Original) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of assigning a 

indicator to each of the regions, the distance indicator configured to assign a distance 
ement to an alpha chamiel for each region. 



22, (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising the stq) of adjusting lens 
sliiift w id image plane tilt. 

23, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, further comprising the steps of: 
capturing a first of the at least two images using conventional photography; and 
capturing a second of the at least two images using infrared photography. 

24, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of 
v^^ryin^ the number of bits used by each pixel in the image sensor. 
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25. (Previously Presented) An image processing system, comprising: 
an image storage device; 

at least two similar images contained in the image storage device; 
a processor coupled to the image storage device; 

a code segment for processing the at least two similar images, where the at least two 
^mila| images are combined to form a new image having at least one characteristic different 
f om c orresponding characteristics of the at least two images, the at least one characteristic 
iftcluqlug at le^i one of lens tilt and lens shift characteristics; and 
an output element for rendering the new image. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein the image processing system is 
(^()ntai|tied within an image capture device such that the at least two similar images are 
cj^ptuij^d by the image capture device and placed in the image storage device. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, where the image processing system instructs 
tfte imtge capture device to vary at least one parameter of the image capture device so that the 
4 leasf two similar images differ due to the variance of the at least one parameter. 



t le at 



28. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the image storage device for one of 
east two similar images is the image sensor of the image captujre device. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 25, wherein the at least one 
includes diflferent depth of field. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The system ofclaim 25, wherein the at least one 
c^ara4eristic includes different exposure. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 27, wherein the at least one 
jtoramfeter includes image illumination. 
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32. (OrigitiaJ) The system of claim 25, wherein the at least two similar images differ 
j|*imaj|ily in focus. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 25, where the at least two similar images differ 
pjfimajjily in color. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 25, wherein a first of the at least two similar 
ijhage| is captured using visible light and the second of the at least two similar images is 
c^ptur|pd using infrared exposure. 
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